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This calendar offers activities that parents and their voung, 2 Phonological Awareness: When children experience types of print (such as poetry, stories, and directions).

children ages 0-5 can do together. Each activity is labeled “phonological awareness,” they are leaming to play Adults alse can help <hildren understand how print
to identify how it will help you build your child’s literacy with the sounds of language. Encourage children to works on a page—for exampie, by showing that we
skills in at least one of the following areas: piay and experiment with sounds by making up non- read English from left ke right.

sense words, repeating rhyming words, singing sengs

1. Oral Language: Children develop oral language and reciting chants. Each of these activities helps chil- 4. Alphabetic Knowledge: Children can begin playing
through the amount of talk they hear spoken by others, dren experiment with sound. with the letters of the alphabet when they are very
Encourage childmen to use new words, to interact with young, As children become maore familiar with letters,
others using words, and to listen to how other pecple 3. Print Awareness: Children begin to understand more they begin to understand that these letters represent
talk. Listening to adults read also helps children build about how print works as they experience books and sounds. They also begin to see that letters work togeth-
their cral language. other written materials. They begin to see that pictures er to form words. Adults can help children experiment

and words on the page represent different things. with letters in meaningful ways. One way is by leaming
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Adults can heip children by showing them different the letters in the most important word—a child’s name!

Tell your child a story from your childhood. Ask your child to tell you her favorite story. [1] (National Family Literacy Day)

LooE at'the plctures in a book, neWspapa or magazine. Talk about the pictures. Ask your child to describe what he sees. [1, 3].(Election Day)

Read a rt'{:ym'ir_\g"story or sing a song with your child. Let her §ill in the thyming words. [1; 2]

“Help yout ¢hild draw or cut out the first letter of his name. Look for other things in your home that start with that letter. ]4]

Mak_e_.u'p your owri rhyrie about something in your home. “The fat cat sat on the hat!t” [2]

.i_e_t.ybu_:;chil.d pick his favorite bn_uk to read_uut loud. S]i(':.\.v' him the title on the cover and the author ‘s name before reading. [3]

Ask your chi]d _to help create a grooery List. D'escri.be'each item you put onthi fist. A carrot is a vegetable and it is orange.” [1, 3]

Reube & Nursery Rhyme or poem, one lme ata hme Ask your child to repeat each line after you. [1, 2]

Helpymudlﬂdmkelabe].sforam ﬂungbml'lertwm,hke"door’ and ’bwkmae"]-langthelabe]smﬂuemomtogeﬂler I3 4

Play ﬂte "1 Spy' game by askmg your chxld to find an ob]er:t that starts mth a parl:cular letter. “1 spy sumetlung that starts with the letter B [1 2, 4]

Help :o child make a map of your home o your chlld‘s toom. Write on lhe map the names of each itern; like “]oe s Bed" or "Mummys Stove.” [3]

.Make uj rhymes for your child’s name—it's okay if they‘m slilyr [l

Vimt li-n_ h'brary together. Take tme'to lnok at _the_ chi_tdren‘s_; books, and also newspapers, magazines, and the computer lab. [3} |

Close rour Eycs and lusten to thc snnnds around you. 'lialk abau: what yuu hear. Imitate the different sounds. |1, 2|

out luud wnlh yuur chﬂd Let hira turn the pagk‘s for you. [1, 3

3 Cut uuj Ige tetbers fmm |.he newspaper or a magazine. See hnw many words you can make together by moving the letters around. [3, 4]

Took at the plctures m a book ora magaﬂnc T-lk about the colurs you see. ”Thls flower is blue. What else is blue?” {t, 3]

-Bick smgm'rhyme boﬂ\yma and your child know. Sing it out ]oud, clapping the rhythm of the words. [!, 2]
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Rﬂad astnlngeiher Ta]k about the story. Ask questions to see if your child can remember some of the events of the story. [1]

Fitké l. : the alphabet——maybe aletter in your c]'uld s hame, T'hmughout the day, look for objects that start with that letter. [2, 1]

-Read a comic strip out loud from the newspaper. Ask your child to help you act it out. 1, 3]

DE&I‘:I'l'bé an iterd in. your home. “1t has four legs and we sit on it when we eat dirmer.” Can your child guess swhat it is? [1]
Makeup ﬁvbvﬁuxﬂ-fh}mes about items in your home, like “hot pot” and “night tight.” [t's okay if the thymes ate silly, like “hug rug.” [1, 2]

As youi read together, show your child how each sentenice starts with an uppercase letter. Point out the difierence behween uppercase and lowercase letters, [3, 4]

:Talk a.hout something you are thankful for. Ask your child what he is thankful for. [1} (Thnnksgiving)

With yuu: duld, try to think of words that start with some letfers of the alphdber Help your child write the words, or draw pictures te represent the wonds, 13, 4}
Make the sound of a letter. Ask your child to try to find that letter ina buok or newspaper. Read the word aloud that contains that letter. [2, 3, 4]

Ask a gra’ndpamnt or older friend to tell you and your child about a special celebration he or she re_r'n:embers Fit_n'n childhood. []

Descnbc- tl.l.e things vou sec outdoors or indoors, using words that start wit.h the same saund—"silly snowflake,” “big box,” “coel car.” [1, 2]

Read a story-to_gether in the morning. Then, before bedtime, read it again. Can your child remember what will happen next? [1, 3]






