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PARENTS PLUS

NCLB Says

No Child Left Behind
“Talking Points”

About Parent Involvement in Schools

What it Means

“What Teachers Can Do....”

No Child

LEFT BEHIND

“Parent Leaders can help by”

Each school district

recei ving noney under Title
| of NCLB nmust subnmit a
parent invol verent plan
devel oped in consultation
with all stakehol ders,

i ncl udi ng parents.

The plan ....

Addr esses how t he indivi dua
school will pronote the
social, emotional, and
academ c growth of each

st udent

Devel ops Title 1 services to
i ncl ude neani ngful parental

i nvol venent policies and
school practices that |ead
to increased student

achi evenent

Ask to be part of the
process to create the plan
to ensure that it neets the
needs of your students

Begi n the conversation
wi t hi n your school around
strategies for parent

i nvol venent that wll

i mprove academni ¢ achi evenent

Assisting in devel oping a
Pl an

Inviting other parents to
consult on the plan.

Joi ni ng School ' s | nprovenent
Team(SIT)

Assisting in devel opi ng
parent invol vement policies.

Sections 1111 and 1118 are
two of the nost critica
parental invol venment

provi sions of NCLB

Parents are required to be
part of the discussion
concerni ng how schools wll
help all children neet state
academ c and performance

st andar ds

School s are required to
support and strengt hen
hone/ school partnershi ps

School s must build and
i ncrease parenta
i nvol venent prograns

School s nmust coordi nate
par ent invol venent
activities with other
federal prograns such as
Even Start, Head Start,
Early Reading First, and
nor e

Ask to be part of the
process of educating parents
about acadeni ¢ st andards,
assessments, and student

achi evenent requirenents

Assi st school in making sure
informati on i s parent
friendly, clear, and in the
formof the nost likely
questions and answers

Support efforts to
conmuni cate i n | anguage(s)
that fanmilies can understand

Educati ng parents about
academi ¢ st andards,
assessnents, and student
achi evenent requirenents bhy:

1. Providing wor kshops

2. Creating/distributing
information

3. Translating or interpreting

4. Assisting you in using
famly friendly | anguage so all
parents will understand what is
needed

5. Hel ping to present
information that is culturally
sensitive

Creating ways to reach
parents who are usually not
invol ved or are hard to
reach




Every Title | School, in

col l aboration with parents
of Title 1 children, nust
devel op conpacts descri bi ng
school and parent

responsi bilities for student
| ear ni ng

A conpact is a witten
agreenment between teacher
and parent to inprove a
student’ s academ c success

Al parents of Title 1
students are required to
sign conpacts

Conpacts are nost effective
when teachers are able to
explain to the parent:

O academ c expectations

of the child
O strategies that wll
be used

o child s abilities and
academ ¢ needs

O how parents can
support their child

Support must be avail abl e
fromthe school to help
parents take responsibility
for their part of the
conpact

Ask for assistance fromW
Department of Public

I nstruction: sanple
conpacts, conpliance with
Title 1 and NCLB; and
correctness wth your
contract

uni on

Hel pi ng school staff to
research nodel conpacts that
can serve as guides for
creating one for your schoo

Hel ping to present conpact
i nfornation to parents;
hel pi ng parents to
under st and conpacts.

Hel ping to eval uate the
ef fecti veness of the
conpact .

At the beginning of every
school year, school
districts

receiving Title | funds nust
notify all parents of
children attending Title
school s that they may
request the follow ng

i nformation about the
qualifications of their
child s teachers and

par apr of essi ona

Has the teacher net state
qualifications and has a
l'icense for the grade |eve
and subject?

Has the teacher
or provisiona

an erer gency
i cense?

What degree does the teacher
hold and in what field of
discipline is their
certification or degree?

If the child is being taught
by a paraprofessional, what
are their qualifications?

NOTE: School s nmust notify
parents if a child has been
assigned to or has been
taught by (for four or nore
consecutive weeks) a teacher

Encourage placing the notice
of where parents can find
out if teachers are highly
qualified in grocery stores,
community | ocations and on
website

Put certificates and
di pl omas near cl assroom door
or on bulletin board

Have photos of teachers
along with qualifications
and on-goi ng education in
central office, school

of fice and/or on website

Include information in
st udent handbooks

Encourage school districts
to consider incentives for

Presenti ng workshops on
teacher quality to parents

Creating easy to understand
handout s

Encour agi ng posting of
notices in public places and
on the web




who is not highly qualified

| ow perform ng schools to
hire highly qualified
teachers

The school district nust
provi de parents with tinely
information on a child's
achi evenent | evels on state
acadenm c assessments

By the begi nning of each
school year, parents nust
recei ve results of
assessnent s

In a | anguage and fornat
that parents will understand

Send hone report cards with
students or via mail and
include a reply postcard to
learn if report was received
and if parents have any

questions. Followup with
phone call if reply postcard
not returned or parents have

guesti ons

Share and explain test
scores at individual parent-
teacher neetings or

conf erences

Wite a plan with the help
of parent and student that
wi || support continuation of
good work or to inprove
scores

Conduct neeting with al
fam lies about test and
scores to create a sense of
community at school around
acadeni ¢ achi evenent

Wor ki ng on the | anguage,
format and presentation of
the report card

Provi di ng wor kshops for
parents to understand the
report card (what it is;
it is useful)

how

Provi di ng wor kshops for
parents and educators to

i mprove conmuni cation and to
| earn how to work together
to i nprove student

achi evenent

Working with | ocal paper
radi o stations to get

i nformation out to parents
about report card

School districts are
required to conduct an
annual review of all schools
within the district to

det erm ne whether they are
maki ng annual yearly
progress (AYP) in acadenc
achi evenent. The findi ngs
nmust be given out to the
whol e comunity, in
particular to parents

The neani ng of needs

i mprovenent’’

Reasons for their child s
school as being identified
as needing i nmprovenent

addr ess

How t he school will

the probl em

Encour age havi ng the annua
report in the |oca
newspaper, on the schoo
phone system or presented
on local radio and cable
tel evision

Encourage district |eaders
to issue the reports on al
school s simultaneously as a
district-wide activity

Encourage district and/or
school to partner with
parents to inprove school
and student success

Assisting in devel oping a
plan for raising student
assessnment scores by:
creating opportunities for
parents to help their
children to succeed in
school ; hel pi ng parents and
t eachers to have successfu
parent /teacher conferences.

Assi sting in including
parents in school reform
efforts

Being a translator during
parent -t eacher conferences

Provi di ng wor kshops for
parents and educators to
I nprove comuni cation and to




| earn how to work together
to i nprove student
achi evenent

Parents of children in a

adequat e yearly progress
be offered options

School districts use
assessnment results to review
all school s’ progress.

Title 1 schools that fail to
nmeet AYP are identified for

corrective action and pl aced
i n school inprovenment status

There is a tinetable of
interventions and
consequences:

1. allowi ng students to
transfer to higher
perform ng schools with free
transportation provided

2. offering outside
suppl enent al services
(tutoring, after-schoo
progranms, etc) for students
who don’t transfer

3. working with parents
to devel op a schoo
i mprovenment pl an

4. requiring schools to
spend at |east 10% of their
Title 1 nmonies to inprove
teaching quality

5. OR establishing an
al ternative governance
structure, which can include
repl aci ng the principals
and/ or staff, reopening a
charter school, beling turned
over to a private nanagenent
company, or being taken
over by the state

Encourage district to create
a brochure for every school
to explain its prograns,

test scores, and plans for
future

Encourage district to use
School Report Card to
provi de information on all
schools in district

Hel p devel op and conduct a
‘“town hall’ or comunity
nmeetings in various

| ocations at day and eveni ng
hours to explain school test
scores and the choice
options available to parents

Hel p create one-on-one
meetings for parents with
counsel ors or advisors to
gui de parents who want

assi stance in decidi ng about
school choi ce

Present information to al
parents about how t he school
plans to inprove its
prograns and how famlies
and the community will be

i nvol ved in the inprovenent
process

Encour age vi deo tapi ng of
the presentation for parents
about options so that
parents who cannot attend
will receive the information

Hel ping to create brochures,
flyers, letters, etc. using
| anguage that is
under st andabl e by parents
and is translated into the

| anguage of the hone

Bei ng part of planning for
and a participant in any
school or district-w de
presentations on choice

Devel opi ng and presenting
wor kshops for parents on
choi ce

Devel opi ng and partici pating
in ‘fairs’ for famlies to

| earn about the programns

ot her school s offer

speci fic actions parents can
take to participate in their
current school to inprove
AYP

Hel pi ng school s devel op
website information on
suppl enental service
provi ders

Conducti ng wor kshops t hat
hel p parents understand
their rights and how to
choose qualified

suppl enent al services

Hol ding ‘‘ Extra Services
Ni ght’’ where qualified
servi ce providers explain




Encourage school to

i mpl ement parent -cl assroom
visitation to help parents
deci de about school choice
and suppl enental services

their prograns and services
and answer parents’
questi ons

Encouragi ng district and
school to get infornmation
out to parents about sunmer
school | ong before the
sunmer schedul e so that
fam lies can plan

Definition of parenta
i nvol venent

Participation of parents in
a regul ar, two-way,

nmeani ngf ul conmuni cati on on
the student’s acadenic

| earni ng and/or other
school activities

I nvol verrent is to make
certain that:

Parents play a major role
in assisting their
child s | earning

Parents are encouraged to
be actively involved in

their child s education
Parents are full partners
intheir child s
education

Parents are included, as
appropriate, in decision
maki ng and on advi sory
commttees to assist in
the education of their
chil dren

Create conmmon fornat for
reports and comuni cations
so that parents receive
consi stent information and
nmessages from schoo

In all conmunication include
a nmethod for parent response
that information was
received (such as a reply
post car d)

Seek grants to fund outreach
activities (for exanple,
hone visiting ) to devel op
communi cation with parents -
particularly those that

usual Iy not involved or are
hard to reach

Devel op nethods to keep
parents apprised of how
their child is doing on
weekly or at the very | east,
nont hly basis

Encourage parents’ input,
guestions, coments and
concerns

Hol d cel ebrations for
students who reach required

Organi zing a First
way conmuni cati on)

Day (2-

Provi di ng on-
activities for

goi ng school
parents

Hel pi ng parents and teachers
have neani ngfu
parent/teacher conferences.

Assisting in inviting and
encouragi ng parents to be on
advi sory comittees.

Provi di ng wor kshops for
parents on:

1. Honmewor k

2. Discipline

3. Kindergarten
Readi ness

4. Tel evision

Hel ping to create the School
Conpact




proficiency levels and
invite parents

Hel p to create bunper
stickers for children who
meet required proficiency

| evel s or devel op sone ot her
way to recognize

achi evenent s
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