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No Child Left Behind
What Parents Need to Know About

School Parent Involvement Policy

No Child Left Behind is the new education plan that was signed into law by President Bush in January of
2002. It is designed to improve student achievement, and decrease the achievement gap. The law
includes a number of important opportunities for parents to be involved with the schools. These Tip
Sheets from Parents Plus are designed to help parents understand their rights under the law.

Every Title | school must have a written parent involvement policy, developed with and
approved by parents of participating Title | children. This policy should explain how parents
will be involved in meaningful ways in making decisions about the school and its programs
and how parents will be involved in the school. The policy must be updated periodically to be
sure that it is still meeting parents’ needs. A school can receive Title | funds if a certain
percentage of its students are from low-income families. Ask your principal if your school
receives Title | funds.

Here are some questions you can ask your school leaders to find out more about
your school’s parent involvement policy:

B Does our school have a written parent involvement policy? If so, may I see it? If not, how

can I help develop one?
» The law says that every Title I school must have such a policy.

B How was this policy developed? How were parents involved in its development?
» The law says the school must develop the policy jointly with parents.

B How often is this policy reviewed to see if it still meets the needs of parents?
> The law says the policy must be reviewed and updated periodically.

Find out what other parents think about the policy and whether it covers their
concerns. This could be done at a PTO or PTA meeting, or in neighborhood meetings
in places where parents feel comfortable.

B Ask them how it could be stronger.

B What kind of supports do they want from the school to help them be more involved, both

in improving the program and in helping their children?



Update the policy and make it as specific as possible.

B What kind of parent training will be offered and when?
B What is the process for obtaining parent input and approval of the policy?

B What should the school do to make meetings and other events convenient and accessible

to families?
>  Are times flexible?
» Is there transportation and childcare?
> Do the topics reflect the interests of the families?
» What other things might prevent families from becoming involved and how is

the school addressing those challenges?

B The law says the school must hold at least one meeting each year to describe the
Title I program and explain how parents can be involved in the program. If parents request
additional meetings the school must also offer these at times and places that make it easy for
parents to attend. The school must also identify and address barriers to parent participation,
such as child care, transportation, language, etc.

B Title I schools must also involve parents in helping teachers and school administrators
understand the importance of engaging parents in the educational process and how to do this
effectively.

B The parent involvement policy must also spell out how the school will help parents
understand Wisconsin’s academic standards, what children are supposed to be learning, and
how they will be tested to see if they are being successful. In addition, the policy must say
how parents will be involved in working with teachers to improve their children’s achievement.

B In addition to the above requirements, schools and districts may do some of the following
things to strengthen parent involvement:

» Provide necessary literacy training

> Pay reasonable and necessary expenses (such as transportation and child care)
to make it easier for parents to be involved in activities

» Train parents in ways to engage other parents

» Be flexible about meeting times in order to get the most parent involvement
possible, and make home visits if hecessary to reach parents who cannot come
to the school

This policy must be made available to the local community and to all families in the
school in words they can understand. If your school does not give you the
information you request, contact your school district superintendent’s office.

For more information about No Child Left Behind visit the following web sites:

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction: http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/esea/index.html

The U.S. Department of Education’s No Child Left Behind web site at http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml
Call Parents Plus toll free at 877 384-1769 or visit our web site at http://www.parentspluswi.org/
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