
What does NCLB say?
Adequate Yearly Progress

(AYP) is a signaling system. It
tells whether schools are on-
track to teach students what
they need to know. Under
NCLB, states set the same goals
for all schools and students. The
goals increase over time with
the ultimate goal that all stu-
dents will meet the state’s stan-
dards for "proficient" in reading
and math by 2014. AYP is the
formula for telling us whether
schools are meeting these goals.1

Setting the same high stan-
dards for all students and schools
is crucial for fairness and equity.
You can’t close achievement
gaps by having lower expecta-
tions for previously low-
performing schools.

There are two ways for a
school to make AYP: 

• If a school’s actual achievement
is at or above the state goal in a
given year, the school is desig-
nated as making AYP. 

• The AYP formula also gives
credit to low-performing schools
that have made significant
progress. If a school or group of
students within a school does
not meet the goals, but the
number of students below profi-
cient is reduced by 10 percent
from the year before, the school
still makes AYP.2

There are two important dis-
tinctions between AYP under
NCLB and most previous school
accountability systems: 

First, AYP is not only based on
overall proficiency percentages
but also on the performance of

low-income students, racial and
ethnic minorities, students with
limited English proficiency, and
students with disabilities. If a
school does not make AYP for
one of these subgroups, it does
not make AYP.

Second, under NCLB, all
schools in a state are held to the
same standards. It is no longer
acceptable to say that schools
educating low-income students
and students of color are doing
all right if they’re not being
taught to the same high
standards as other schools.

Why is this important?
Adequate Yearly Progress is the

cornerstone of a new way of
defining success in schools.
From now on "all students" real-
ly means all students, and
"progress" means progress toward
a clearly defined goal.

By basing the decision of
whether a school needs to
improve on the performance of
its least-advantaged students,
AYP promises to move achieve-
ment gaps front and center in
our conversations about whether
schools are making the grade. 

When state goals aren’t met
and schools have not made
adequate progress for two years
in a row, the school is identified
as a school "in need of improve-
ment." The law demands that
the state, the district, and the
individual school describe the
specific steps they will take to
raise student achievement. This
is what is called a "School
Improvement Plan" (See Fact

Sheet on "Schools in
Improvement"). It gives you
more information than ever
before about your schools. Steps
are taken to help students in
schools that do not make AYP
and timelines are set with
stronger interventions for schools
over time when Adequate Yearly
Progress is not met.

What can I do?
Adequate Yearly Progress is a

crucial element in determining
how well a school is doing
toward improving its academic
instruction and meeting state
standards. If your school is identi-
fied as in need of improvement,
find out why. The answer will be
that one or more groups of
students have not made AYP.
The No Child Left Behind Act
allows you to see precisely which
group or groups of students are
not making progress and in what
areas. 

• You can work closely with your
child’s teachers and other perti-
nent school personnel to address
your child’s needs. 

• You can become part of the team
developing the School
Improvement Plan, which
addresses how to improve the
area of need, and help with the
implementation of that Plan. 

• Counselors, resource providers,
tutors and others may be instru-
mental in helping children make
progress. Get to know them and
work with them as full partners
in the process of improving the
academic performance of your
school.
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1For more detailed information on how AYP works, see ABCs of AYP at www.edtrust.org
2To see how this is working out with real school examples, see, What New AYP Results Tell Us About States, Schools, and Student Performance at
www.edtrust.org


