
What does NCLB say?
No Child Left Behind requires

schools to make a great deal of
information publicly available,
in a simple format and in lan-
guages that people can under-
stand. Beginning with data from
the 2002-03 school year, each
school district must issue a
“report card” for each school.
The school reports must contain:

• Student achievement levels
overall, and reported sepa-
rately by race, poverty level,
disabled students and limited
English proficient (LEP) stu-
dents as well as by gender
and migrant status.

• Student achievement levels
compared to the district and
the state, by subject and stu-
dent group.

• Student achievement 
levels compared to
statewide goals.

• Two-year trends in student
achievement, to see if the
school is making progress.

• Whether the school has
been identified as needing
improvement.

• Information documenting the
schools’ teacher qualifications,
including the percentage of
classes taught by unqualified
teachers or teachers teaching
outside of their subject area.

Districts and states must also
issue reports. These contain the
same information as the school
reports, but for the whole dis-
trict and state. 

Why is this important?
Information about schools is

important for many reasons,
including:

• Providing parents with
important information about
their child’s school, includ-
ing how their school com-
pares to other schools in the
district and other schools in
the state.

• Helping parents make good
choices about where to send
their children to school.

• Helping voters choose wisely
about school issues like
school funding and school
board elections.

• Involving everyone in
improving education for all
children.

What can I do?
• Pick up the publicly avail-

able report cards that will be
published every year. Find
them at your school, school
district or your state educa-
tion agency. Most likely they
will also be posted on the
internet. Generally, you can
go to your public library and
use the computers there to
gain access to the internet.

• Use the Education Trust’s
Parent and Community
Data Guide to collect and
analyze information. The
Education Trust web site and
staff can help.

• Share the report with other
parents and child advocates. 

• Pay attention to local news-
paper and TV stories about
schools. The media play a
key role in shaping public
opinion about schools. As
you become more familiar
with the issues, you will be
able to tell when news
reporters are painting an
accurate picture and when
they are not. 

• Write to your local newspa-
per to respond to articles,
both when you agree and
when you disagree. You can
also submit an Op-Ed piece
to the editorial section of
your local newspaper to
express your views.

Remember the most important
issue about your school is: How
well are the children learning? The
purpose of public information is to
help you determine that.

Other Public Reporting
In addition to report cards,

NCLB requires lots of informa-
tion to be made public:

• Parents must be notified if
their child is taught for four
or more consecutive weeks
by a teacher who is not
highly qualified.

• Principals of Title I schools
must certify every year
whether they have met
teacher quality goals,
including hiring highly
qualified teachers and pro-
viding high quality profes-
sional development.
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